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  Q&A with Katie Caples, Director of ECHO

Q: How and why was Every Child   
          Has Opportunities  created?
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Q: What is being done to help address   
            the workforce issue?
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BY THE NUMBERS:

85% 1!On average, early childhood educa-
tion programs in York County are operating at 
85% of their pre-pandemic enrollment due to 
staffing shortages.

50+ 1!Early childhood education programs 
average waitlists of 50-75 children, and many 
have stopped adding names to their lists.

15+!1!Home-based providers in York County 
report wait lists of 15-20 children, and many 
have stopped adding names to their lists.

57% 1 In Pennsylvania, 57% of all residents 
live in a childcare desert, a census tract with 
either no childcare providers or so few options 
that there are more than three times as many 
children as licensed childcare slots.



Q: How does the lack of quality early 
           childhood education affect the workforce?
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Q: What can the business community do  
            to help support this endeavor?
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I1J0&KL&Ec Club Group: Katie Caples, far right, 
with presenters at an Economics Club event, 
“Innovation and Impact in Early Childhood 
Education”, held at Keystone Kidspace.

I1J0&%L&Katie Caples speaking with attendees of 
the “An Impact with an ECHO: An Early Childhood 
Education Forum”, held on April 24 at Keystone 
Kidspace, to provide networking and resources 
with early childhood educators, business owners, 
directors, and community partners.


